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PRESIDENTÕS CORNER

WE NEED YOU!
The Nominating Committee has been

working hard to find members to serve
on our board.  As you know, elections
are held at the Annual Meeting which
will take place on Sunday, April 17. The
committee has not been successful in
filling the positions that will be vacated
in April. 

Non-profit organizations, like ours,
depend on volunteers to survive. We
canÕt move forward without your help.
Please step forward so RIWS can
become everything you want it to be
and more. We have a director that is
working extremely hard to help us make
improvements in the management of
our organization and in planning work-
shops, bus trips, demonstrations, fun
ways to raise funds, and ways to
increase our visibility, etc. DonÕt let her
down.

The board currently meets on the sec-
ond Monday of each month at 6:30 pm
at RIWS. We are going to propose
changes to the by-laws regarding the
composition of the board, at a special
meeting of the membership which will
be a part of our quarterly meeting on

FROM THE DIRECTORÕS DESK
I would like to recognize two more

members who have achieved Signature
Membership in RIWS this past year.
They are:  ROBIN BECKWITHand JOAN
CROCE.  Congratulations!MAGGIE
KHOREY, JACKIE CANNA, JANET
DUNCAN, SUESHERIDAN, PAOLA
MANGIACAPRAand KRIS OCCHINO
also achieved this status in 2010.

I would like to thank the following
members who showed up to help us
out on Spruce-Up Day in January.  Your
help was greatly appreciated!  DENNIS
WYCOFF, RON NELSON, ELIZABETH
CARR, PEG GALE, TED NYSTROM,
myself and my husband, Guy.  Some of
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Sunday, March 20 beginning at 2pm. 
We need you to join in the discus-

sion and we need your vote, therefore,
it is imperativethat you attend. We will
be announcing the member of the
Quarter and there will be a demonstra-
tion by artist, Bill Duke, following the
meeting.  

Prior to the meeting, from 12 pm to
1:30 pm, there will be a photographer
to photograph up to 4 of your paintings.
The images will be put on a CD for you
so you can enter a show and/or if wish
to have prints made for our upcoming
RIWS print portfolio and fund raiser.
There will be more on that in the next
newsletter.  Please bring the specifica-
tions for image size, resolution, etc. if
you are entering a show.

If you have anyone to recommend for
the board that is not currently an RIWS
member, (ex. someone who works in
finance/banking), donÕt hesitate to con-
tact the Nominating Committee Chair,
Pearl Ferland.  Email her at :
rif90022@ride.ri.net

Lisa G Bailey

the accomplishments include: The bins
in our main gallery are now newly paint-
ed and the office supply closet is beau-
tifully organized.

I would also like to thank the mem-
bers of the board who contributed to
the hospitality for the New Artist mem -
bersÕ Show:  PAT CAHALAN, KAREN
GORDON, DYAN ROOK, MARILYN
RICHARDSON, BILL GAVIN, FRANK
ROBERTSON, PEARL FERLAND, LISA
BAILEY and JACKIE CANNA.  I would
also like to thank new Artist Member,
ROBYN FRANCZYK,for making the
wonderful centerpiece.  She is one cre-
ative lady!

I hope you enjoy seeing the mantel in
our library decorated. I have enjoyed
doing that to enhance our appearance.
Speaking of appearance, I would like to
get my office patched, primed and
painted professionally and new window
treatments hung once the weather
warms up a bit. If you are willing to
donate funds towards accomplishing
this, and/or know of a good painter,
please contact me.  These are just two
items on my Òwish listÓ. I can dream,
canÕt I?

Kris Occhino,
Gallery Director
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ROAD TRIP:
WORKSHOPS/CLASSES

NYC BUS TRIP UPDATE:
We are more than half full so sign up

soon. On March 1, we are opening up
the remaining seats to other art organ-
izations.

A luxury coach bus has been char-
tered to take us to NYC on Saturday,
April 9 to see this yearÕs 144th Annual
International Watermedia Exhibition
sponsored by the American
Watercolor Society at the Salamagundi
Club.  Tickets are $38 for members
and $42 for non-members.  We cannot
reserve your seat without your pay-
ment.  Please purchase your tickets at
the gallery or mail in your check,
payable to RI Watercolor Society. 
Please include a note with your

check with your name, cell phone
number, telephone number, and the
names and phone numbers of any
guests, if you are including their pay-
ment in your mailing.  Members and
guests seats will be reserved on a
first-come-first-serve basis. 

Workshops:
Included in this mailing are two fliers

for 2 new upcoming workshops. One on
Cape Cod with Robert Mesrop of
Marstons Mills, MA  and one with Janet
Rogers at RIWS, who is also our nation-
al show juror this year.   Spaces will fill
quickly, so sign up soon! 

Spring Classes:
Please register now! Please contact

the gallery the minute you receive this
newsletter. See website for more infor-
mation. 
6 weeks  Cost:  $80.00 Members   

$95.00 Non -Members

¥ Elements of the Landscape
Jerry Aissis

Beginner and Intermediate Level
Wednesdays:  April 6 Ð May 11
10 am Ð 12:30 pm

¥ Watercolor Know How
Ben Macomber

Beginner and those that want a 
Òtune-upÓ
Tuesdays: April 5 Ð May 10
1:30 pm Ð 4 pm

¥ Expressive Watercolor
Al Albrektson

Intermediate and Advance Level 
Saturdays: March 12 Ð April 23  (NO
class on March 27)
10:30 am Ð 1:00 pm

¥ Painting from Photos
Peg Gale

Intermediate level
Tuesdays: April 5 Ð May 10
10:00 am Ð 12:30 pm

¥ Beginning Watercolor
Sara Willis

Beginners
Thursdays: April 7 Ð May 12
6:30 pm Ð 9:00 pm

¥ Monday Night Open Painting Studio
6-9 pm Members  $5; 
Non-Members $8; pay as you paint.
Monitors Joan Croce & Mary
Wojciechowski

In accordance with the RIWS BY LAWS,
I am calling a Special Meeting of the
Members on March 20 at 2 pm to vote
on the following proposed amendments
to the 2008 Bylaws of the Rhode Island
Watercolor Society.

In Article III – Members, par. 2
under Associate Members, the last
sentence reads:

They may vote, hold the office of the
Treasurer, and hold one seat on the Board.

Proposed change (increases the num-
ber of seats held by associate mem-
bers): They may vote, hold the office of
the Treasurer, and hold up to three
seats on the Board.

In Article IV – Board of Directors,
par. 1 and par. 2 read:

The officers of this Society shall be President,
First Vice-President, Second Vice-President,
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary,
and Treasurer to be elected to one (1) year

terms at the Annual Meeting.  Officers shall
serve a maximum of six (6) years in any or all
offices.

There shall be a Board of Directors consisting
of the officers named in par.1 of this article and
six (6) additional members each elected for
three (3) years, staggered terms suchthat two
(2) members are elected each year.

Proposed Changes (removes the
Second Vice-President and changes the
number of additional members on the
Board): The officers of this Society shall
be President, Vice-President, Recording
Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and
Treasurer, to be elected to one (1) year
terms at the Annual Meeting.  Officers
shall serve a maximum of six (6) years in
any or all offices.

There shall be a Board of Directors
consisting of the officers named in par. 1
of this article and five (5) additional
members each elected for three (3)
years, staggered terms. 

Proposed Amendments to our By Laws:

In Article VI – Duties of Officers, 
par. 2 and par. 3 reads:

The First Vice-President shall be empow-
ered to perform all the duty of the President
in the latterÕs absence or inability to act, and
perform such duties as are assigned to
him/her by the President.

The Second ViceÐPresident shall assist the
First Vice-President and shall perform such
duties as are assigned to him/her by the
President or the First Vice-President.

Proposed Change (remove the
word First and remove the list of
duties for the Second Vice-President):
The Vice-President shall be empow-
ered to perform all the duty of the
President in the latterÕs absence or
inability to act, and perform such
duties as are assigned to him/her by
the President.

Remove par. 3 completely
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Rhode Island Home Show:
New Opportunity for Artist/Signature Members!

The RIWS booth at this year's Rhode
Island Home Show is a great opportuni-
ty for our Artist and Signature members'
paintings to be seen! This is Southern
New England's oldest and largest Home
Show with close to 300 exhibitors show-
casing the latest in building and remod-
eling trends. New this year is the Fine
Arts Showcase. Over 80 booths staffed
with area artisans.
Dates: March 31 – April 3

Requirements: Artist and Signature
Members can sign up at the gallery to
enter 3 - 5 watercolors (original or
Giclee) for display at the RI Home
Show but, they must also volunteer for
a 4 hour time slot at the RIWS booth.
Artist and Signature Members can also
donate a painting to the show for one of
the daily drawings we will hold.  Those
who donate a painting don't have to
volunteer to work the booth unless they
wish to also display their work in the
show.

Work for display cannot be framed but
must be matted and shrink wrapped
(clear bagged). It can't be larger than
16" x 20".  The same requirements
apply for donated paintings. There is a
limit of 3 Ð 5 pieces per person.  The RI
Home Show is taking a 30% commission
and RIWS is taking a 10% commission. 

If you'd like to participate, please con -
tact the gallery at 401-726-1876.

Additional: We are going to have
bookmarks as a free give-a-way at the
show. The bookmarks will feature paint-
ings with the memberÕs name on the
front and information about RIWS on the
back. See sample on our website.
www.riws.org

If any Artist or Signature Member
would like to have their artwork repre-
sented on a bookmark, please send one
or two digital images with the title(s) to
JACKIE CANNA at jx3design@gmail.com.
(The images can be vertical or horizon-
tal.) One of the images submitted will
be used, and that image will be placed
on at least 100 bookmarks. The design-
er, Jackie, will select the images. These
images will be selected on a first-come
first-serve basis.   Send in a check for
$20.00 (to cover printing costs) to the
gallery. Please write ÒbookmarkÓ on the
memo line of your check. Mail to:

RI Watercolor Society, Slater Memorial Park,
Armistice Blvd., Pawtucket, RI 02861.

All artists whose work is featured on
these bookmarks must volunteer at the
RIWS RI Home Show booth. The dead-
line is Feb 27 in order to have time for
the printing.  

Thanks & Happy Painting!

Paul George Painting, Autumn Colors
We have sold over 60 of the 100 tickets for the raffle to benefit our educational

programming. The tickets are $10.00 for one and $16.00 for two. The drawing will take
place when all the tickets are sold.

Reception: 
New Artist Members’ Show.

L to R: Maria Iregui and Elinor Thompson

Call For Artist's ... "Junk"
We will be having our First Annual RIWS ÒArtÓ Yard Sale on Sunday, May 15th

from 11-3. We will have new or gently used art supplies, prints, frames,
DVDsÉ anything art related.

Please clean out your studios and donate any art supplies or art related item
that you will never use. How about an art print that you have no room for? You
can drop off any items from May 1st to May 12th, and then make sure you
come by and get some bargains! 

Anyone who donates will get a 10% off coupon for one
item purchased at the yard sale. Your donation is tax
deductable. And...you get a clean studio!)
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RENEW YOUR DUES BEFORE MARCH 31!
Feb. 24 Ð 26:

Pick up of unaccepted work: 
Earth, Wind and  Fireshow

Sunday, Feb. 27, 1-4 pm: 
Opening Earth, Wind and Fireshow

Sunday, March 20, 2pm Ð 4pm: 
Special Meeting & Quarterly Meeting of the
membership, Member of the Quarter, 
Demo by Bill Duke

March 20 Ð 12 pm Ð 1:30 pm
(depending on sign-ups):
Photographer to take pictures of your work
and place on CD.  This is to help you enter 
shows and/or to make prints of your work.

March 25 Ð 27: 
Removal of accepted work from 
Earth, Wind and Fireshow

March 26 & 27:
Two Day Workshop with Bill Duke

RI Home Show: March 31 Ð April 3
April 3, 1-4 pm:  

Opening Reception 5-person show: 
Bill Lane, Rick Cardoza, Donna MacLure, 
Joan Croce and Mary Wojciechowski

April 9:
Bus trip to NYC

May 15 :
Art Yard Sale at RIWS, 11am Ð 3pm

DATES TO REMEMBER

Happy Saint 
PatrickÕs Day

The Virtual Paintout
http://virtualpaintout.blogspot.com/

Imagine plein air painting in a far away location É
without leaving your studio; and then showing the
completed work to a large online audience. Well,
that is what The Virtual Paintout is all about.

Each month, the Virtual Paintout website picks a
new location.  Artists use Google Maps Street View and select something to
paint. According to the website, ÒThe whole point is to ÒwalkÓ around the
streets in the pre-determined area as if you were actually participating in a
real life paint outÓ. Images from all artists maybe uploaded to the website at
anytime during the month.

If you have never used Google Maps Street View, it is easy. Simply drag
the person icon to a street and walk around. (See http://maps.google.com)
You can adjust your location by walking up and down the street and facing a
different direction.  You find a location and paint.

You can go online now and see artwork by RIWS member Bill Gavin.  All
past locations and paintings are available for viewing. Complete instructions
for how to submit the images are on the website.


